CHARTERED   COMPANIES
IN  AFRICA

THE MODERN OPENING UP of Africa by European
States was largely carried out through the instru-
mentality of Chartered Companies. These were
granted by their respective Governments monopoly
rights in the exploitation of various areas. The usual
process was for them to be bought out by the
Governments at a later date, and their territories
formally annexed by the State concerned. This was,
in brief, the history of King Leopold of the Belgians'
Association Internationale du Congo, of the British
Royal Niger and East Africa Companies, and of
Cecil Rhodes5 South Africa Chartered Company.
Other companies of the same date were the Italian
Benadir Company, which opened up Italian Soma-
Eland, and Karl Peters' German East Africa Com-
pany, which first exploited what is now Tanganyika
Territory.
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